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Pole production in the northern Rocky Mountain areal/ increased sharply 
during 1956 after showing only slight recovery in 1955 from the record low 
of 1954. The annual pole production survey2 for 1956 shows that output in- 
creased 96 percent over that for 1955 and was 108 percent above that for 1954, 


Of the four species currently used for commercial poles, lodgepole pine 
and western redcedar make up about three-quarters of the annual production 
(cable 1). Lodgepole pine led all four species with its total of nearly 
237,000 poles produced, all of which came from Montana. 


Table 1.--Poles produced in northern Rocky Mountain area, 1956 


S : : eae : North : Northeast : Pee ei : Percent of 
nee : aa etees e Idaho : Washington: re : tora 

a eS — — Nainmber = = — === = == = 

Western redcedar £5998 90,018 LOR S77 LOS 5393 33.48 

Lodgepole pine 2316;,,65 9 0 0 Z3.0109'5 40.97 

Western larch 36,903 3640156 38,309 1M Z68 19.26 

Douglas-fir 28 ,079 65285 IAG) 36 , 334 6.29 
Total 3035635 1325359 141,656 577 5050 

Percent do ST DO Ot. 24 52 100.00 


1/ Includes Montana; Idaho, north of the Salmon River; and Ferry, 
Lincoln, Pend Oreille, Spokane, Stevens, and Whitman Counties in northeastern 
Washington. 


2/ Sponsored by the Rocky Mountain Pole and Treating Association, 
Spokane, Washington. The Association contacted all known pole—producing com- 
panies with operations in the area. The excellent cooperation of these 
companies is greatly appreciated. Pole production which is not accounted for 
in this report is estimated to be less than 1 percent of the total. 


Production from all species showed strong increases in numbers over those 
for 1955, but the most marked increases were in lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir 


Geablie 22 
of production than that of W947. 


abilie, 23-—Percentachangem unto Dompolke production 
from previous year and peak production year 


Change from 


SPECT Ce 1955 1947 
Western redcedar +47 -lo 
Lodgepole pine +149 -33 
Western larch a0) -50 
Douglas-fir ar 512 +461 
Other O -100 

ota +96 -29 


However, the latter species is the only ome showing a higher rate 


Total pole production in the northern Rocky Mountain area in 1956 was the 


third highest for any year since 1947 (table 3). 


Lodgepole pine displaced 


western redcedar as the leading species for the first time since 1947, and 
Douglas-fir pole production was the highest on record. 


Table 3)--Lotal number vob poles produceds in eee imortineran Rocky Mountain area 


Year 


: Western 


1947-1956 


: Species Re : 
: Lodgepole: Western 


: Douglas- 


Total 


: redcedar ine larch 116 
1947 230) Syd) v2 HByb eo S)30) 221,990 6,473 OSs Sh AO 
1948 2U2 735 130,099 JORS7 9 5) AIS) 804 447,986 
1949 286,116 186,262 IAN Zea: Da 20 -- SS) 5 Suz 
1950 217,049 WN SOK9) ZS OSM 8 O70 -- 390,108 
1951 MS A 136,628 WAG 4 S\s\2 LO) EIS -- 465,347 
1952 DA Temgh 2 104,621 SZ AOI 195049 -- UIA 2 
1953 WOE Sb WAS 23) 90,245 3.16 -- GNSS) 
1954 138 ,624 101,842 36,938 768 -- DIS) SV 2 
1955 131,860 OAT! 61,688 5,941 -- 2945 to 
1956 LOSI 3) 3) 2301095. Zs) 36 , 334 -- SMO SO 
Total DOA ARO NM STs S05) TOS. MOG 102 ,406 fe So LO] ORAS O 
Percent 42 33 23 2 (2/) 100 


eae Mowsitedsy, ponderosa pine. 
2/> Less *Ehan, 0.15) percent. 


| 


The preceding discussion has concerned only poles which were grown and 
cut in the northern Rocky Mountain area. Additional poles are imported from 
Canada and the West Coast section of the United States and processed at yards 
in this area (table 4). Total imports in 1956 were 63 percent greater than 
those of 1955. Western redcedar made up 80 percent of the total imports. 


Table 4.--Total production of processed poles by source and speetes, 1956 


S IN@ielelovsiaiqy ) S : s : Percent 
Species : Rocky : Canada : West : Total : of 
: Mountain =: : Coast : : total 
Western redcedar 193,393 100,338 199 2935930 41.80 
Lodgepole pine 236.659 0 0 236,655 33765 
Western larch 111,268 24,463 0 P3507 Sd £9230 
Douglas-fir 36 , 334 BITS 454 S365003 ava) 
Rota 377,050 124,916 653 703,219 
Percent SZ eS eo .09 100.00 


While most of the poles grown in the northern Rocky Mountain area are 
processed within the area along with imported poles, a small number are 
shipped to processing yards elsewhere. These outside yards, mainly in 
Minnesota, received 16,216 poles (or 2.8 percent of the total 1956 production) 
directly from the northern Rocky Mountain area. 


Table 5 classifies the 1956 pole production of the northern Rocky Moun- 
tain area by species, lengths, and American Standards Association class. 


Table 5.--Classification of 1956 pole production in the northern Rocky Mountain area 
by species, lengths, and A.S.A. class 


Pole : No So Ao Class 
length: etc re Das See: La: See 6... tee Sm: Oi 2 Oi Aue 
Feet Pretricle nat @) se & © t a il 


Western redcedar 


25.0020), 3455 OR ZA erOn33 . 68 lio Dy) 2.18 eS Osi Mois) 5 9) 9.60 


0) 
30 522 S Sik 553} L533} Seles iby 23) 35 3} 49 526 1/9 13365 
35 sil 5 2)0) 1.68 4.39 Oi O5 75) 2, OD 6 dil 0 0 Sry] 3) 
40 45 35) 2.69 O599 Ws 2 We ALY) 502 0 0 0 19.46 
45 0 1 ollé 2.86 5533 le54 04 0) 0) (0) 0) iL ail 
50 5 5X) Le Sd 2.47 360)7/ sal ) 0) 6) 0 0 7.80 
55) AON, 3.89 4.53 1.90 .06 0 0 0) 0) 0) L235 
/NiLiL A BY7/ S430 HLS CON 7 23369 — ZBc69 Ne 539 7.06 LeSil oO -19 100).00 
Lodgepole pine 
25 On! .03 .09 sou 1.00 35233) 8.45 2S) US527~ 23569 S46 (5 7/ 
30 5 Oil 04 glkil 5 Sl 120 2.80 6.49 86 3} SIL 4.33 20.06 
35 5 Oil 5(0)5) BIG 5d) 4.02 6.2/7 4.06 46 (2/) 0) 15D, 7/9) 
40 BOM 57 -56 1.90 3.00 Ls Dab (2/) 0) 0) 0 V5 @5 
45 .O1 EO . 60 ole) B25) BOS 0 0) 0) 0) 1.74 
50 OH: .08 19 14 OW (2/) 0) 0 0 0 44 
55) s@il ROW, alll 06 (2/) 0) 0) 0) 0) 0 BS) 
All .O7 44 1.82 en 23} 9.49 13.84 19.00 SoS Wells} ASCO ILO -O 
Western larch 
75) pelt 08 lS .58 86 2.09 3.49 328) 5) 98 10.16 
30 coy) 18 - 38 1.24 4.24 5.49 4.48 .14 . 68 0 NA 522 
35 2 4/7 io 5503) Lik, So 6.1611! 76, 5X0) .04 0 0 28.56 
40 5 84 Hq LY 8.39 yO. 94 ell 0 0) 0 19.14 
45 20 ./8 DsxYO 4.45 82 pule2: 0) 0) 0) 0 9.09 
50 5 o)0) RIES) 2.44 We Ss) 5 JL7/ 0) 0) 0 0 0) 5), (Zi 
55 Dsl 3.63 S525) ote 2/) 0 0) 0 0 0 10.42 
ITY EO OG Talks UF “QieSil “QYX.O1 15225 10,58 47 D3} 5 Sis} ILO) OO 
Douglas-fir ' 
D5 07 .038 09 .28 44 269 ./6 (2/) 08 03 2.42 
30 6 d's) 84 Wess) 2.08 2D 2.48 Leda (2/) O02 0 11.86 
35 .80 1s 2 OOD ee hOR Ss 558} 1.45 (2/) 0 0) Sr eZ. | 
AO ECA ee een Lee NO aon 7! SOS =) Mids" (2p). O 0 0 27.53 
45 orl POH! 3,92 WAOS 2.40 Eyal 0) 0) 0) 0) 12.68 
50 44 Wake 223 599 14 0 0 0) 0 0 4.96 
55 eZ DSS) 3.00 . 68 503} 0 O 0 0) 0 7.63 
IN SAO De Mi sis 29 sy PBRETS Wi. 46 3.98 (2/) ,05 OSE MOO ROG . 
All species | 
25 aka o dha o 1k7/ 49 I 3} 75 5)0) 4.76 635 ale? $) 599 Pal oS 
30 520) .20 nek) 94 7) SYS) 307 4.69 54 Os) eT, WG)5 (35) 
35 5 AO 585) 1.09 B38 7 o B2 OG ok 22, 8} 24 (2/) 0) Z2AOS 
40 SOU 65 2503 DoS OM 1630) .02 0) 0) 0) Aa 
45 528} . 64 D7 325) 92 -06 0) 0 0) 0 Ha? 
50 28 ./8 Lo DZ 1.40 5 1k@ Op 0) 0) 0 O dy 5) 
55 We 2X9) V6 dad Sl 535) OZ 0) 0 0 0) 0 Os 7/3} 
NMI Zo 76 4.94 QoS USHs6OS" i7 6OS) t4e,S 12,45 3. U3} S95) W/O 100) 00 


1/ Zero (0) indicates no production. 
2/ Production less than 0.005 percent. 


